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Week Ending Friday, September 16, 1994

Memorandum on the 1994
Combined Federal Campaign
September 9, 1994

Memorandum for the Heads of Executive
Departments and Agencies

I am delighted that Secretary of Energy
Hazel R. O’Leary has agreed to serve as the
chair of the 1994 Combined Federal Cam-
paign of the National Capital Area. I ask you
to support the campaign by personally
chairing the campaign in your Agency and
appointing a top official as your vice chair.

The Combined Federal Campaign is an
important way for Federal employees to sup-
port thousands of worthy charities. This year
our goal is to raise more than $38 million.
Public servants not only contribute to the
campaign but assume leadership roles to en-
sure its success.

Your personal support and enthusiasm will
help guarantee another successful campaign
this year.

William J. Clinton

NOTE: This item was not received in time for pub-
lication in the appropriate issue.

The President’s Radio Address
September 10, 1994

Good morning. Let me begin by saying
that Hillary and I send our deepest sym-
pathies and our prayers to the friends and
loved ones of the 132 people killed in the
air crash near Pittsburgh on Thursday. I
know all Americans will send their thoughts
and prayers to the grieving this weekend.
Meanwhile, we’re working to get to the bot-
tom of what happened in the crash, and we’re
working to continue to assure the safety of
American passengers.

All across our country this week, Ameri-
cans came back from vacation. Our children
are back in school, and for many families this
is what they regard as the real new year. As

we get back to the business of our lives, it’s
a good time to stop and think about the work
we have ahead of us as a nation.

Unfortunately, that work includes a stark
fact about our children. Too many of them
are growing up in fear. All too many are
growing up without the values of mainstream
society, without knowing the difference be-
tween what’s right and wrong, and without
believing that it makes a difference whether
they do right or wrong.

By now, nearly all of us know the story
of Robert Sandifer, known as Yummy to his
friends. He was first arrested when he was
8 years old. A couple of weeks ago, when
he was only 11, he became a suspect in the
gang shooting of an innocent girl named
Shavon Dean. Several days later, that boy
died himself in what Chicago police say was
yet another gang-related killing.

The number of gang homicides has nearly
tripled since 1980 in Robert and Shavon’s
hometown. And all across America, too many
decent people have felt the anguish of losing
a child to the meanness of the streets. At
younger and younger ages, boys and girls are
turning to gangs and to guns.

For a child without an involved family, a
gang offers a feeling of belonging. For a
young person without options for tomorrow,
a gang offers a sense of purpose. For anyone
born in a home barred and chained off from
danger, life on the streets seems like a taste
of freedom they’ve never known.

But America knows how to use its freedom
better than that. We see it every day in big
cities and small towns as Americans do come
together to take up their responsibilities and
to put the spirit of community to work. And
I believe we have many opportunities right
now to do just that and to turn around the
scourge of violence in the lives of our chil-
dren.

Much of that work begins with what each
of us can do as caring Americans. Today I’ll
sign a proclamation designating next week as
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